
 

 
Department of Commerce, Community,  

and Economic Development 
 

Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.0350 

MEMORANDUM 

          TO: Alcoholic Beverage Control Board DATE:  June 9, 2025 

          FROM: Sonya Irwin, Licensing Supervisor 
 
 
 

RE: At least 10 contiguous acres 
 
 
   

Applicable Statute: AS 04.09.440. Large resort endorsement.  
 

(a) A large resort endorsement authorizes the holder of a beverage dispensary license or a beverage 
dispensary tourism license that is a large resort to sell or serve alcoholic beverages from multiple 
locations on the resort property to guests for consumption in areas on the site of the large resort, 
including a dining room, banquet room, guest room, open air venue, and ingress or egress route between 
those areas. … 
 
(h) In this section, “large resort” means a resort that offers both outdoor recreational activities and 
overnight lodging to the public and is located on a site consisting of at least 10 contiguous acres 
containing one or more parcels of real property owned by the licensee or leased by the licensee, or a 
combination of parcels owned by the licensee and leased by the licensee.  
 
Applicable Regulation: 3 AAC 305.330. Endorsements available to beverage dispensary and 
beverage dispensary tourism licenses.  
 
(a) A beverage dispensary licensee or a beverage dispensary tourism licensee may hold the following 
endorsements: … 
 

(3) a large resort endorsement, if the licensee is a large resort as defined at AS 04.09.440(h), 
under this paragraph  

(A) the endorsement permits the holder to sell or serve alcoholic beverages on the 
licensed premises, including in a dining room, banquet room, open air venue, and ingress or 
egress routes between those areas;  

(B) the endorsement holder shall also apply for a multiple fixed counter endorsement to 
sell or serve alcoholic beverages from multiple locations within the large resort's property as set 
out under AS 04.09.440(c) - (f); and  

(C) subject to the requirements for provision of alcoholic beverages by employees who 
are 21 and older as described under AS 04.09.440(g), the holder of the hotel and motel 
endorsement may stock alcoholic beverages in guest rooms for sale and consumption only in the 
guest room… 

 



(b) For the purposes of this section,
(1) "contiguous" means having contact on all or most of one side.
(2) "adjacent" means next to or adjoining something else or having a common vertex and a

common side. 

Attachments: Large Resort Endorsement application, McKinley Creekside Cabins property, Carlo 
Creek Cabins property, and Distance between McKinley Creekside Cabins property, and Carlos Creek 
Cabins property. Email correspondence describing acreage, outdoor recreation activities, and 
overnight lodging.  



Alcohol and Marijuana c.ontrol OffiDf 
550 W "]th Avenue, Suite 1600 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.ficensing@afaska.gov 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco 
Phone: 907.269.0350 

Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Beverage Dispensary Endorsement(s) Application 
The new endorsement application form is required to apply for an endorsement to support your underlying license or pending 
license application. Applicants should review and become familiar with AS 04.09.400, 3 AAC 305.330, Title 04 of Alaska Statutes 
and Chapter 305 of the Alaska Administrative Code. This form must be completed and submitted along with all other required r
required forms and documents before any endorsement application will be considered complete and placed in the queue for our 
licensing examiners review. In addition to the biennial fees, a $25 Endorsement Application fee is required. 

Section 1 - Establishment and Contact Information 

Enter information for the current licensee and licensed establish. 

licensee: 

�l�i�ce�n�se�Typ�e�: ____ .Jt;���.....f�����:....L��!!!...���lJ,.������J.it���������t� 
licensee Mailing Address: 

Full Premises Address: 

City: 

Section 2 - Endorsement(s) Requested 

Multiple F'1Xed Counter 
Endorsement 

Hotel or Motel Endorsement: 

large Resort Endorsement: 

Bowling Alley Endorsement: 

Golf Course Endorsement: 

12/12/2023 

Chedc.Here 

AS 04.09.420. A multiple fixed counter endorsement authorizes the holder of a 
beverage dispensary license or a beverage dispensary tourism license to sell or 

_)v serve alcoholic beverages on the licensed premises from multiple fixed counters. 
For each new multiple f1Xed counter endorsement, the fee is $1,250. 
The biennial fee for a multiple fixed counter endorsement is $200. 
AS 04.09.430. A hotel or motel endorsement authorizes the holder of a beverage 
dispensary license or a beverage dispensary tourism license that is a hotel, motel, resort, 
or similar business premises that caters to the traveling public as a substantial part of its 
business to sell or serve alcoholic beverages on the licensed premises, including in a 
dining room, banquet room, and other public areas approved by the board, and in guest 
rooms. 
The biennial fee for a hotel or motel endorsement is $200. 
AS 04.09.440. A large resort endorsement authorizes the holder of a beverage dispensary 
license or a beverage dispensary tourism license that is a large resort to sell or serve 
alcoholic beverages from multiple locations on the resort property to guests for 
consumption in areas on the site of the large resort, including a dining room, banquet room, 
guest room, open air venue, and ingress or egress route between those areas. 
The biennial fee for a large resort endorsement is $200. 
AS 04.09.500. A bowling alley endorsement authorizes the holder of a beverage 
dispensary license or a beverage dispensary tourism license to sell or serve alcoholic 
beverages in the concourse or lane areas of the bowling alley adjacent to the main bar 
area. 
The biennial fee for a bowling alley endorsement is $200. 
AS 04.09.510. A golf course endorsement authorizes the owner of a golf course who has 
obtained a beverage dispensary license or a beverage dispensary tourism license to sell or 
serve alcoholic beverages on the golf course, driving range, club house and other buildings 
located on the course, and a vending cart carrying beverages or food to, from, or on 
the course, excluding the parking lot. 
The biennial fee for a golf course endorsement is $200. 
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From: holly slinkard
To: CED ABC Alcohol Licensing (CED sponsored)
Cc: Sawyer, Jane Preston (CED)
Subject: Re: Reviewing BDLT Endorsements: McKinely Creekside Cabins License 5673
Date: Tuesday, April 22, 2025 10:12:19 AM
Attachments: abc 4-22.pdf

image001.png

Hi Sonia - I think I found a way ! It didnt occur to me until last night that WE DO have more than 10 acres!
Please see attached.  We (McKinley Creekside Cabins) also own another parcel about a block north of
our lodge at Mile 224.5 (the lodge is located at Mile 224).  We have three summer rental houses (on our
website and also  airbnb/vrbo.com) on a property that is 3.26 acres.  That added to our lodge property of
9.34 + 3.26 = 12.60 acres :) I hope that will push us over the edge.  We have a total of 49 units including
the three houses.  Hope this helps !

Cheers
Holly Slinkard Co-Owner/Operator
McKinley Creekside Cabins
907-223-6144

On Monday, April 21, 2025 at 11:39:00 AM AKDT, CED ABC Alcohol Licensing (CED sponsored)
<alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov> wrote:

Hello, Holly,
 
I reviewed your correspondence based on the large resort application, thank you for
forwarding those to me. I noticed that you answered Jane’s email regarding her questions.
One of the questions Jane asked was about the required number of acres and she included
the following:
 

AS 04.09.440(h) “In this section, “large resort” means a resort that offers both outdoor
recreational activities and overnight lodging to the public and is located on a site consisting
of at least 10 contiguous acres containing one or more parcels of real property owned by the
licensee or leased by the licensee, or a combination of parcels owned by the licensee and
leased by the licensee.”

 

Please describe and provide documents/evidence on how you meet the 10 contiguous
acres requirement described above, and,
Describe how you meet the requirement of offering both outdoor recreation activities
and overnight lodging.

 

I see that you answered to say:

Please see the attached diagrams that were submitted with my application last year 1/5/2024
..our property is US survey 5576 lot 2-D & US Survey Lot 2-c , for a total of 9.34 acres.  We

mailto:hollyslinkard@yahoo.com
mailto:alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov
mailto:jane.sawyer@alaska.gov















CAUTION: This email originated from outside the State of Alaska mail system. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

are a hotel/cafe in Denali National Park at Mile 224, our property (and immediate area around
Carlo Creek) has many hiking area/trails.  We have a pavilion/bbq area, corn hole and a
campfire for guest recreation and enjoyment.  Our guests come to stay at out lodge to visit
Denali National Park and all the many activities.
 
Because your property has a total of 9.34 acres and not 10 contiguous acres, this will
disqualify you for the large resort endorsement.
 
I can work on a refund for your large resort endorsement application for the endorsement fee,
but because the application was examined, the application fee is not refundable. I have
attached your receipt to this email as well as the refund request form. Please fill out the refund
request form and send it back to me for processing.
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions.
 
Respectfully,
 
Sonya Irwin
Alcohol Licensing Supervisor
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1600
Anchorage, Ak 99501
(907)269-0350
Alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov
 

Hi Anna, Sonia and Jane - Here is the email as promised...I look forward to your response....

Kind Regards,
Holly Slinkard
McKinley Creekside Cabins
907-223-6144 cell

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: holly slinkard <hollyslinkard@yahoo.com>
To: Sawyer, Jane Preston (CED) <jane.sawyer@alaska.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2025 at 05:33:29 PM AKST
Subject: Re: Reviewing BDLT Endorsements: McKinely Creekside Cabins License 5673

Hi Jane - Thank you for following up on my application regarding the Large resort/multiple fixed counter
endorsement, and your patience for my reply :)  It has been a long process, and I'm excited about the
possibly about putting this issue to bed, and streamlining the process from here on out for our property in
Denali National Park.  It will save time for ABC, myself and the (one) local sergeant in Healy who has to
sign off on my caterers permits through out the summer for any special events we do. 

In short, as we are nearly 10 acres... allowing us to have this new permit, will allow us to have the few
events we do each summer (always one...the annual chili cook off in May we've done for 20+ years...and
an occasional wedding or small group/business event in our pavilion), without the redundancy of filling the
same form(s) for the same event, and trying to track down the one Sergeant (Minor) in the healy area to

mailto:Alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


sign off on our caterers permit (the permit request/diagram never changes).  It is extremely difficult to do, 
and doesnt happen 1/2 the time (in Healy), leaving me scrambling or begging Fairbanks or your
Anchorage office (in may 2024 I had to do this) to sign off.

Our main cafe, is about 20' from the pavilion on the creek and not connected.  When we do have the chili
cook off, we have a temporary portable bar that we set up for the event, and take down immediately
afterwards.  So there will be no permanent bar/alcohol serving area, only in our cafe.   I hope that we can
finally solve this issue with the new endorsement to alleviate this issue that we've been dealing with for
many, many... years. Please see below in red for the answers to your questions, and please...please feel
free to reach out to me at any time to clarify anything, as this approval is paramount to my emotional well
being :)

Kind Regards
Holly Slinkard Co-Owner/Operator
McKinley Creekside Cabins
907-223-6144 cell

ps- I see that that my renewal application is in review, as per the email sent to me today, hopefully we can
cross all the T's and dot all the I's at once....fingers crossed :)

Detail Type Value
Application ID 4170
Application Status In-Review
Application Type Renewal
Applicant Name Slink

On Friday, January 31, 2025 at 02:17:37 PM AKST, Sawyer, Jane Preston (CED)
<jane.sawyer@alaska.gov> wrote:

Hello, Holly,

 

I realize we’ve had your endorsements application for a while, thank you for your patience.

 

I need more information and/or documentation to support your Large Resort and Multiple
Fixed Counter Endorsement applications. Please respond to the following questions:

 

AS 04.09.440(g) “A holder of a beverage dispensary license with a large resort endorsement
may stock alcoholic beverages in guest rooms, for sale and consumption only in the guest
room. Alcoholic beverages stocked under this subsection must be stocked by an employee who
is 21 years of age or older, may not be supplied or resupplied during hours that the sale of
alcoholic beverages is prohibited as provided under AS 04.16.010(a) and (d), and must be
stored in a unit using a key or combination lock system within the guest room. A key lock
system must be designed to prevent the removal of the key unless the unit is locked. Except for
the licensee, or an agent or employee of the licensee, a key or combination enabling a person
to obtain alcoholic beverages stocked in a guest room may be provided only to a guest who
occupies the room and who is 21 years of age or older.”

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.akleg.gov%2Fbasis%2Fstatutes.asp%2304.16.010&data=05%7C02%7Calcohol.licensing%40alaska.gov%7C6e946af848a84db0280208dd81c91c0a%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638809423381522553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vglpUyVBOyIVfl5rD0y1zqCPOWd1%2F8FfktpX5UoZPvk%3D&reserved=0


 

Question: will you be stocking alcoholic beverages in guest rooms?, if yes, please describe
your policy on how you will comply with AS 04.09.440(g), cited above.
We do not have a mini-bar in the rooms, and never will :)  We do have an option when guests
make a hotel reservation, they can order a six pack of alaska beers or a bottle of wine to be put
in their cabin at arrival.  All guests that make a reservation with us are over 21.  Each morning
if there is any requests, our manager delivers it to the room that morning before they check in
that same day.  If this is a problem, we can certainly not do it, we dont do very many requests
and its just a common practice in nice hotels, and we like to offer it for our guests.  I am
completely transparent.

 

AS 04.09.440(h) “In this section, “large resort” means a resort that offers both outdoor
recreational activities and overnight lodging to the public and is located on a site consisting
of at least 10 contiguous acres containing one or more parcels of real property owned by the
licensee or leased by the licensee, or a combination of parcels owned by the licensee and
leased by the licensee.”

 

Please describe and provide documents/evidence on how you meet the 10 contiguous
acres requirement described above, and,
Describe how you meet the requirement of offering both outdoor recreation activities
and overnight lodging.

Please see the attached diagrams that were submitted with my application last year 1/5/2024
..our property is US survey 5576 lot 2-D & US Survey Lot 2-c , for a total of 9.34 acres.  We
are a hotel/cafe in Denali National Park at Mile 224, our property (and immediate area around
Carlo Creek) has many hiking area/trails.  We have a pavilion/bbq area, corn hole and a
campfire for guest recreation and enjoyment.  Our guests come to stay at out lodge to visit
Denali National Park and all the many activities.

 

Please submit a diagram that shows

.

true representation of what the large resort, as defined above, looks like from an aerial
view point. Include acreage.
what structures exist within the large resort
what structures will you consider your licensed area(s) to be
internal layout of these structures that includes areas where alcohol will be sold, served,
consumed
identify bars

See attached, this is also with my original packet sent 1/5/24

 

I’m going to be in board meetings all next week, so I don’t need this right away, and I may not



respond to your email right away.

All good...I'm playing the long game with you guys...and hoping for the best outcome :)

 

Thank you, Holly,

 

 

Jane P. Sawyer

Program Coordinator 2

DCCED-Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office

550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1600

Anchorage, AK 99501

907-269-0490
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